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TOWSON UNIVERSITY 
THE POSSIBILITIES AND CHALLENGES OF REFORMING URBAN SCHOOLS 

SPRING 2015 

Dr. Jessica Shiller  
Email:  jshiller@towson.edu 
Office: Hawkins 404B 
Phone: 410-704-5383 
Office hours: Mondays 11:00-1:00pm 

Course Rationale:  

This course will be run as a seminar, class discussion that is grounded in a particular text and 
focused on a particular set of questions. This course is an honors course because it is quite 
rigorous, demands a good deal of reading and writing, as well as critical thinking to succeed in 
the course. It deals with a currents issue that most adults struggle to understand but that needs 
thoughtful reflection. The course will prepare students to analyze the complexities of urban 
education and a way into affecting change in it. 

Objective of the Course: 
    
This course will help students take a more nuanced view of urban education in order to see the 
struggles in which reformers, teachers, parents, and students have fought for better urban 
schools. It is a rigorous, honors seminar that will require intense reading and writing as well as 
participation from students in order to gain insight into the recent series of reforms implemented 
in urban schools. Using Baltimore City Schools as a case study, the course will help students 
examine issues in a way which will dispel myths that parents don’t care and that students in 
urban schools are not doomed to failure.  

By the end of the course, students will develop: 

• Improved written and oral communication skills 
• Engagement in experiential and collaborative forms of learning 
• Improved interpretative skills and approaches 
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• Increased ability to analyze and synthesize multiple perspectives and kinds of sources 
• Improved high level reasoning skills, integrating disciplinary approaches to bear on a current 

issue 
• Opportunities to reflect on increased knowledge and their own learning, in every class meeting 
• Opportunities to apply knowledge to a self-directed project as well analysis of an issue 

Additionally students in this course will develop mastery in the following Core Learning 
Goals: 

• Explain characteristic features of a metropolis and explore how persistent problems, 
institutional transformations, and creative expression may emerge from this environment. 

• Demonstrate ability to interpret, evaluate, compare, and critique the views and experiences of 
particular social, economic, and cultural groups in the metropolis. 

• Articulate how an individual or a group may have access to influencing public decisions in the 
metropolis, how they may pursue collective ends, or how they may contribute to community 
well-being. 

• Apply critical analysis to a specific topic or question in order to delineate constituent elements 
of the situation, to define challenges that are faced, and to examine the potential for 
constructive resolution or development. 

• Recognize the different methods and standards of inquiry that lie behind the evidence they use 
to develop an argument and be able to relate that understanding to differences of opinion 
among informed commentators or across different fields of study.

Main texts:  

Baum, H. (2010). Brown in Baltimore: School desegregation and the limits of liberalism. Ithaca:  
 Cornell University Press.          

Carter, P. &Wellner, K. (eds) (2013). Closing the opportunity gap: What America must do to give 
 very child a chance. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.          

The Youth Dreamers (2014). I am not a test score: Lessons learned from dreaming. Baltimore:   
 Otter Bay Books.          

Additionally, excerpts from videos, reports, and articles will be provided on blackboard and/or in 
class. 

Suggested Readings: 

Gomez, M. (2012). Race, class, power and organizing in East Baltimore. Lexington Books. 



GENERAL POLICIES: 

All projects/assessments are due on the dates and times indicated on the course schedule.  All 
assessments will be submitted electronically through the Assignments feature on LearnOnline/
Blackboard. Rough drafts of assessments may be submitted for non-graded evaluation and 
feedback prior to the designated due date.  Late assignments will not be accepted without prior 
approval of the instructor.  Grades of incomplete are not automatic and will be issued only with 
prior approval of the instructor. Once submitted, assessments are final and may not be revised for 
a higher grade.  

Online assignments/discussions must be completed by the time/date indicated on the course 
schedule or as notified by the course instructor. 

Students must use their Towson University email account for this course (students may have 
their Towson email messages forwarded to their personal email accounts). University policy 
requires instructors to use students’ Towson University email addresses for all official business. 
It is students’ responsibility to check their Towson accounts. 

Class participants may modify course assignments and assessments to meet their personal and 
professional goals.  However, any variation in the specific nature or criteria of assignments must 
be discussed with and approved by the instructor prior to submission. 

There are no "recall" tests in this course.  You will be expected to complete all reading 
assignments as indicated on the course schedule and use the readings and handouts in a reflective 
manner during class discussions and in course assignments as indicated below. 

Academic integrity. Students are expected to maintain a high standard of academic integrity. 
Unauthorized assistance in preparing materials submitted as original work constitutes a violation 
of academic integrity. Inappropriate classroom conduct, cheating, and plagiarism will result in 
academic disciplinary action by the course instructor or by the Graduate Studies Committee.  In 
all matters concerning academic integrity, cheating, and plagiarism, this course will comply with 
the Student Academic Integrity Policy published by the Towson University Office of Judicial 
Affairs. 

Cell phones are to be turned off during class except for emergency situations.  In the case of an 
emergency situation, please notify the instructor before class.  Please adjust your phone to the 
vibrate mode and exit the classroom before answering your call.   

Students with Disabilities. Classroom accommodations will be provided for class members with 
documented disabilities or special learning needs.  Please contact the instructor for 
accommodations for the course within the first week of class. 



Attendance. Students should plan on attending every class. Absences due to religious holidays 
or other valid reasons should be cleared in advance. Please call or send an email if you plan to be 
absent or have missed a class. Students missing class should arrange to make up assignments. 
Please note that papers and in-class assignments missed due to unexcused absences may not be 
made up.  

Academic Standard Committee Statement on course repetition policy: Students may not 
repeat a course more than once without prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee. 

Course Evaluation. Student evaluations play a crucial role in my delivery of this course.  This 
semester, all course evaluations will be administered online during the last two weeks of the 
course.  You will receive an email with a link to the website with directions on how to access the 
survey.   It is important that you complete the survey because I use the results to modify the 
course and assess my teaching, and the University uses the results to address technology and 
facility needs.  You can be assured that your responses will be confidential.  The results will be 
transmitted to me after the grading period and they will not include any identifying information. 

Class Format: 

This class will rely heavily on active participation and discussion. Therefore, it is imperative that 
all students read the assigned readings thoroughly, and prepare themselves to discuss the issues 
raised in those texts before coming to class. Please bring all readings to class. Every student is 
expected to play an active role in discussions and activities, both as a willing participant and as 
an active listener. My aim is to create an environment that is both safe and challenging, a place 
where students feel like they can take chances and receive helpful feedback. Respect, cultural 
awareness, flexibility, tolerance and commitment are all necessary ingredients to building this 
type of classroom setting, as are intellectual rigor, analytical thinking, and careful preparation. 

Evaluation 

Participation/Discussions                20%                         

Urban issue tracking         30%                                         

Midterm presentation                                            10% 

Urban school field project                 25%                       

Final Reflection Paper                                           15% 



Discussions/Participation 20% 

Students will participate in weekly seminar-style discussion related to the reading assigned. The 
goal of the discussion is to summarize the readings and to connect them to the themes of the 
course. Blackboard discussions will also be counted as preparation for participation in 
discussion. The following rubric will be used to evaluate students:  

Urban school issue tracking 30% Due April 30, 2015 

To find out what is going on in the rest of the country regarding urban schools, you will follow a 
blog that tracks what is going on in urban schools in another city. The following are choices of 
blogs to track: 

1) chalkbeat.org, a blog about schools in a few different cities across the country. You can 
choose to follow the one on New York City schools, Denver schools, or Memphis 
schools. 

2) thenotebook.org, a blog about Philadelphia schools  
3) http://www.catalyst-chicago.org, a blog about Chicago schools 

The assignment has two parts. (1) Issue tracking on blackboard. Every week you should be 
reading the blog and keeping a log of what you have read about on blackboard. In addition 
to a summary, you should reflect on what you are reading and pose questions that the blog 
posts raises for you around urban schools.  (2) You will write a short paper 4-5 pages that 
synthesizes the issues that you have been tracking, revealing the current debates in various 
cities. You will connect that with one or more of the chapters in the reading in The 
Opportunity Gap that you have done. 

19-20 17-18 15-16 14 13 or below

Participation Thoughtful 
conversation 
based on 
readings, asks 
insightful 
questions, 
respectful of and 
builds on other 
students’ points 
of view, and 
brings a new 
level of 
understanding to 
the in-class and 
blackboard 
discussion 

Conversation 
based on 
readings, asks 
relevant 
questions, 
respectful of 
other students’ 
points of view; 
Full participant 
on blackboard

Conversation not 
often based on 
readings, asks 
irrelevant 
questions, or not 
always respectful 
of other students’ 
points of view

Not an active 
participant in 
class, 
unprepared, or 
disrespectful in 
discussion

Does not attend 
enough to 
become an active 
participant in 
class, 
unprepared, or 
disrespectful in 
discussion

http://chalkbeat.org
http://thenotebook.org
http://www.catalyst-chicago.org


Midterm Presentation 10% March 10/12, 2015 
Students will present in groups, addressing the following question: How has the history of 
segregation and struggle for school integration impacted urban schools today? In this 
presentation, students will address the history they read in Howell Baum’s Brown in Baltimore 
will tie it to the issues that they are following on the blogs they are tracking. For example, 
students might present on the resource inequality that resulted from racial segregation and the 
failure to integrate schools is also still present in the ways in which urban schools struggle for 
resources today.  

10 points 8-9 points 6-7 points 5 or fewer points

Blog tracked 
consistently

Summary provides 
evidence of regular 
tracking over time 
of an issue(s); 
Updates posted 
weekly on 
blackboard

Summary provides 
evidence of regular 
tracking of an 
issue(s); Updates 
not always posted 
weekly on 
blackboard

Summary provides 
evidence of regular 
tracking; Updates 
missed regularly 
on blackboard

Weak summary 
which does not 
provide evidence 
of regular tracking; 
Updates not 
always posted 
weekly on 
blackboard

Reflection on 
issue

Blog-tracking and 
paper 
demonstrated a 
new and more 
nuanced 
understanding of 
the issue than s/he 
had prior to the 
assignment

Blog-tracking and 
paper 
demonstrated an 
attempt to dig into 
an issue but did 
not present a 
nuanced 
understanding of 
the issue than s/he 
had prior to the 
assignment

Blog-tracking and 
paper did not 
demonstrate a new 
understanding of 
the issue than s/he 
had prior to the 
assignment

Blog tracking and 
paper mimicked 
the posts that s/he 
read and did not 
make a new point 
or contribute to the 
dialogue in any 
way.

Connection to 
current debates

Paper made clear 
linkages between 
the blog posts and 
the Opportunity 
Gap reading, 
connecting to the 
larger public 
debate about 
urban schools from  
at least two 
sources

Paper made 
general 
connections 
between the blog 
posts and the 
reading on the 
subject, vaguely 
connecting to the 
larger public 
debate about 
urban schools

Paper did not 
make or made 
connections 
between the blog 
posts and the 
reading that were 
difficult to 
understand

Paper was unclear 
and could not 
connect to the 
larger public 
debate about 
urban schools



Urban school project: 25% Due April 14/16, 2015 

This project is meant to give you additional insight into what is going in actual schools and 
in urban education policy writ large. To gain a better understanding of this you will engage 
in one of the following projects:   

1. URBAN SCHOOL FIELD WORK:  
In order to fully understand urban schools, we must go see them. Thus in pairs, students will do  
field hours in Afya Middle School. They will spend a maximum of 10 hours (i.e. 3/3.5 three hour 
visits or 4 2/2.5 hour visits) going to and working in the school under the supervision of a 
community school coordinator, Scott Johnson, who will assign a project to the students. 
Possibilities include: Doing outreach to families to get them services they may lack, helping 
organize a school-based event, or one-on-one tutoring with students. Students will log their time, 
formally reflect on their experiences after each visit, and do a final reflection on the overall 
experience. 

Students will keep a log of visits in which students reflect on their experiences. This can be done 
digitally or handwritten. Students will write an overall reflection that reflects their understanding 
of topics covered in the Opportunity Gap and will present that to the class as well as handing in 
their logs. Students should be able to articulate the changes in their perceptions of urban schools 
in contrast with the reality of the schools themselves. They should be able to explain their 
contribution to the school and what impact their work had on them and the school community.  
**Students will be responsible for his/her own transportation to and from the school. 
Public transportation is available from campus. Students are encouraged to go in pairs. 

OR 

3-4 points 2 points 0-1 point

Addresses history 
content

Presentation included 
rich, relevant historical 
content from the Baum 
book.

Presentation included 
some relevant historical 
content from the Baum 
book.

Presentation did not 
include relevant 
historical content from 
the Baum book.

Connections to 
current events

Presentation answered 
the essential question 
guiding the 
presentation, 
connecting to today’s 
events

Presentation answered 
the essential question 
guiding the 
presentation, but made 
weak connections to 
today’s events

Presentation did not 
answer the essential 
question guiding the 
presentation, 
connecting to today’s 
events

Engaging presentation Presentation was 
exciting for the audience 
and used video, audio, 
photo, and/or text 
content

Presentation was 
somewhat engaging for 
the audience through 
video, audio, photo, 
and/or text content

Presentation was not 
very engaging  



2. CONDUCT  2 INTERVIEWS WITH PEOPLE WORKING TO IMPROVE URBAN 
SCHOOLS IN BALTIMORE. The following people have agreed to be interviewed:     

Anne Townsend (Mariposa); Roger Schulman (The Fund for Educational Excellence); Jason 
Botel (MarylandCAN); Julia Baez (The Family League); Helen Atkinson (Teachers Democracy 
Project); Shareki Chaney (ACTS Alliance/PROJECT LIFFT); Ben Dalbey (Hamilton 
Elementary Parent/Activist) 

Read up on the organizations (on their websites) that these people work for and conduct 
approximately an hour long, semi-structured interview with 2 of these people that asks how this 
person is approaching, what this person is doing, and how this person is succeeding and 
struggling to improve Baltimore’s schools. These interviews can be conducted via phone, video 
conference (i.e. FaceTime, Google Hangout), or in person. Either way, they must be transcribed 
and analyzed for their contributions to improving urban schools. Students will link to the topics 
covered in the Opportunity Gap in their final write ups and analyses of the interviews. 

8-9 points 6-7 points 5 or fewer points

Participation Evidence of student 
participation at school or 
interview project, 
including logs and 
transcripts

Some evidence of 
student participation at 
school or interview, 
including some logs/
transcripts

Little to no evidence of 
student participation at 
school, interview, or film 
event project

Reflection on the 
content

Thorough reflection on 
the experience doing 
the urban field project 
that addresses how the 
experience changed 
students’ opinions on 
urban schools; Details 
from the field work/
interview were cited in 
the reflection

Somewhat detailed 
reflection on the 
experience doing the 
urban field project that 
addresses how the 
experience changed 
students’ opinions on 
urban schools

Little to no reflection on 
the experience doing 
the urban field project 
that addresses how the 
experience changed 
students’ opinions on 
urban schools

Connections to course 
and current debates

Written components 
have strong connections 
to current debates 
around urban schools; 
Made links between the 
readings, discussions, 
or other assignments 
connected to urban 
schools

Written components 
have some connections 
to current debates 
around urban schools; 
Make few links between 
the readings, 
discussions, or other 
assignments connected 
to urban schools

Written components 
have weak connections 
to current debates 
around urban schools



Final Project 15%  Due May 12, 2015 
   Students will reflect on their understanding of urban schools in a short 4-5 page paper, or 2-3 
minute video, that includes references to all of the experiences and projects that the student has 
had in the course. You will need to address the critical questions that guide the course as your 
write: Why are urban schools the way they are? What role does race play? How have people tried 
to improve urban schools? What are levers of change that can improve urban schools? What are 
the challenges? How has your view changed of urban schools and what do you think needs to 
happen to make further improvements? 

Grading Policy: 

Grades will be distributed according to the following: 

A = 95-100 points 
A- = 90-94 points 
B+ = 86-89 points 
B = 80-85 points 

5 points 4 points 3 or fewer points

Reflection Project shows an 
honest examination of 
the student’s 
experiences through the 
semester including a 
reflection on any prior 
opinions on urban 
schools. It refers to 
texts, experiences, 
discussions, and/or 
projects

Project shows an 
honest examination of 
the student’s 
experiences through the 
semester including a 
reflection on any prior 
opinions on urban 
schools that makes 
references to some of 
the course experiences

Project does not have 
an honest examination 
of the student’s 
experiences through the 
semester including a 
reflection on any prior 
opinions on urban 
schools but makes no 
references to course 
experiences

Addressed critical 
questions

Thoroughly addresses 
all of the critical 
questions for 
assignment using the 
class assignments, 
readings as well as 
outside sources

Addresses some of the 
critical questions for 
assignment using the 
class assignments, 
readings

Does not address the 
critical questions listed 
in the assignment

Product The paper or the video 
is polished, free of 
mechanical errors or 
editing errors. It is easy 
to read, access, and 
engage.

The paper or the video 
has a few mechanical 
errors or editing errors. 
It is easy to read, 
access, and engage.

The paper or the video 
has errors. It is not easy 
to read, access, or 
engage.



C = 70-79 points  
F = Below 70 points 

Weekly schedule: 

Theme 1: Why are urban schools the way that they are? What role does race play? 

Week 1: Course Intro: What are urban schools? Why should we care about them? 
Jan 27/29 

Jan 27: Set up boundaries and class discussion rules 
             Reflection on urban schools, suburban schools, and where students are from 
             Review syllabus and course requirements  

Jan 29:  Baltimore city as our case study 
     Discussion focused on: Why are urban schools always the subject of reform? Who wants          
      to improve them? What do current reform efforts look like and why do we have              
      different visions for that improvement? What role does race play in urban schooling?          

Assignment for next week: Read the Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1 of Howell Baum’s 
Brown in Baltimore. To guide your reading: Why does Baum mean by liberalism? How did 
liberal attitudes about race impact the schools in Baltimore City? Could there have been a 
different way of addressing racial difference in the city? 

Week 2: Looking back to look forward: Baltimore City and its schools before World War II 
Feb 3/5 

Feb 3: What was Baltimore City like during the first part of the 20th century? What were 
schools like for white and for African American children historically in Baltimore City? What 
impact did that have on schools later on? 

Feb 5: Impact of Jim Crow, segregated schools; Review issue tracking assignment 

Assignment for next week: Read chapters 2-4 in Howell Baum’s Brown in Baltimore. For 
blackboard: Write an account from an African-American parent’s perspective on what is going 
on in city schools during the time period Baum describes. 

Week 3: How did desegregation plans affect schools in Baltimore City and beyond? 
Feb 10/12 

Feb 10: Discussion: What did African-Americans want for their schools? Why did they fight for 
school integration? What was the result of the Brown decision and how did it impact 
desegregation in Baltimore City and in other cities? 



Feb 12: What did resistance to desegregation look like in Baltimore?  
              Looking forward: Urban school projects 

Assignment for next week: Watch the 4 minute interview with Antero Pietila on blackboard.Te-
Nahesi Coates article on reparations; A Raisin in the Sun clip 

Week 4 Neighborhoods and their schools: How did housing policy affect the racial 
integration of schools? 
Feb 17/19 

Feb 17: A short history of suburbanization and the maintenance of de facto segregation 
GI Bill, suburbanization, racial covenants, the 30 year mortgage, highways, cars, and the 
American Dream; What is the impact of housing policies and suburbanization on cities? On 
Baltimore City? 

Feb 19: Result of suburbanization and unequal resource allocation; School funding, resources, 
integration, and Thornton commission 

Assignment for next week: Read Baum chapter’s 5-6.  For blackboard: Write an account from 
the perspective of white parents on what is going on in the time period that Baum describes. 

Week 5 Integration by choice: A plan for Baltimore City schools 
Feb 24/26 

Feb 24: Discussion: Why was desegregation voluntary? How did voluntary desegregation hinder 
 racial integration of schools? How did the school board respond? What was the result of            
 their leadership? Look at other city’s de-segregation plans          

Feb 26: How did other cities respond to desegregation?: Boston, Charlotte  

Assignment for next week: Read Baum chapters 7-9. For blackboard: Write an account from the 
perspective of a school board member in Baltimore City during the period that Baum describes. 

Week 6- Failed integration: Baltimore City schools and racial and economic isolation 
March 3/5 

Mar 3: How did attempts at integration end in Baltimore City? Why did people decide to leave 
Baltimore City in such large numbers during this period? What impact did the exodus have on 
neighborhoods and schools in Baltimore City? 
                             
Mar 5: Linking history to present day: Prep for mid-term presentation 



Assignment for next week: Prep for mid-term presentation; Watch 180 Days Inside an 
American High School, Post reaction on blackboard 

Week 7- How does the history of urban schools impact the present? 
March 10/12: ********Mid-term presentations***** 

Assignment for next week: Read pp.1-22 in Closing the Opportunity Gap; On blackboard: 
What is the difference between an achievement and an opportunity gap? Why do scholars think 
we need to use the opportunity gap to frame the problems of the achievement gap? 

SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS MARCH 17/19 

Theme 2: What are solutions to the problems of urban schools? What theories of change do they 
reflect? How can begin to get them to take hold? 

Week 8-  The opportunity gap and the education debt: What is it and how has it been 
informed by history? 
March 24/26 

March 24: Ladson-Billings on the education debt. How does the opportunity gap re-orient how 
we look at theories of change/levers of change. How will our current reforms address this gap? 
The national context for making change in urban schools 

March 26: How has history left Baltimore? What opportunity gaps need addressing? 
                 What are the plans to make improvements?10 year plan, charters, re-population of  
         city, school choice, advanced programs, and community schools          
         Will these strategies make a difference given the education debt?          

Assignment for next week: The 21st century schools plan— video and reading; Readings 
community schools Read Joy Dreyfoos’ article on community schools as well as Pedro 
Noguera’s  “A broader and bolder approach uses education to break the cycle of poverty” on 
blackboard; Charter reading Read Stan Karp’s “Charter schools and the future of public 
education;” On blackboard: How did the readings change your opinions about charters? 

Week 9: What are the levers/theories of change that will close the opportunity gap in 
Baltimore? 
March 31/Apr 2 



March 31: A look inside what the 21st Century schools plan for Baltimore: Will this get at 
the opportunity gap and education debt?  
 Is the 10 year plan adequate to address the needs of urban schools? Where does it square           
 in the urban education reform landscape? On what ideas and research does it draw?          
 What happens when improvement is contingent upon school closure? Detroit, New            
 Orleans, New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore          

April 2: Community schools and charters: What are these two strategies and what can they 
accomplish? 
           The Family League and its plan for community schools throughout the city 
   Charter schools- their status and hopes for Baltimore’s schools          

Assignment for next week: Read Chapters 1-3 in I am not a test score. What do the Youth 
Dreamers hope for and want in terms of change? How does it differ from the other strategies for 
addressing the opportunity gap? 

Theme 3: Youth and community ideas for change in urban education 

Week 10: Youth views of what needs to change in urban schools 
April 7/9 

April 7: What do youth want when you ask them about school change? Youth Dreamers 

April 9: A look at the Town Hall from the Real News conversation on Baltimore Schools 

Assignment for next week:  Read chapters 4-6 in I am not a test score. What did the Youth 
Dreamers accomplish? What did they offer the larger community? 

Week 11: Urban Field Projects 
April 14/16 

April 14: Presenting Urban school field projects 

April 16: Presenting Urban school field projects 

******** URBAN SCHOOLS FIELD PROJECT DUE******** 

Assignment for next week: Read 1 chapter of your choice as well as the Part IV of Closing the 
Opportunity Gap. On blackboard: What would you say back to the editors of the book if you 
could? Do you think this book could be useful for policymaking in regard to urban schools? If 
so, how? If not, what would be useful? 



Week 12:  Reflections on The Opportunity Gap and understanding the changes advocated 
throughout the book. 
April 21/23 

April 21: Roundtable discussions on book chapters of choice- pairing by interest area; Review of 
topics not covered 

April 23: Concluding the Opportunity Gap: Where do we go from here? Reflections on the book 
and discussion of how individuals can make change in urban education 

Assignment for next week: Read Dayvon Love’s (posted on blackboard) warning to people 
trying to make improvements outside their communities; What message is she sending to 
universities and other partners who want to improve urban schools? 

Week 13: Theories of change: How to tread respectfully when working with urban 
communities  
April 28/30 

April 28: Leaders of a beautiful struggles’ message: Humility in the face of change 

April 30: Case study of East Baltimore Development Initiative: The pitfalls of urban school 
reform 

*******URBAN SCHOOL ISSUE TRACKING PAPER DUE****** 

Assignment for next week: Read Mark Warren’s “Transforming public education: The need for 
an educational justice movement” (posted on blackboard) and write your reaction on blackboard 

Week 14:  Community organizing and school change 
May 5/7: 

May 5: Watching Parent power: What role does community organizing have in making school 
change happen? 
May 7: Michelle Fine video interview 

Assignment for next week: Prepare your final projects and presentations 

Week 15: Final reflections and evaluations 
May 12: Presentations of projects and final reflections 

********FINAL PROJECTS DUE*******


